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In following the current discussion about improving the 101 corridor, it is becoming evident that the environmental community, led by Bill Kortum as chair of both the Sonoma County Transportation Coalition (SCTC) and Sonoma County Conservation Action, (SCCA), believes it knows what’s best for all the rest of us. 





The SCTC didn’t feel they were getting a large enough share for rail service in the Woolsey/Riggs cooperative attempt to get federal funds to improve the 101 corridor.  So what did they do?  They wrote Congress and said in effect, “Don’t give this money to Sonoma County, we don’t agree with how they want to spend it.”





They reportedly want $80 million of the $170 million the Woolsey/Riggs proposal would provide.  Remember this figure, $80 million, as it has to represent the minimum it would take to get a rail alternative off the ground and is available from another source.





In an April 1st letter to the editor, Mr. Kortum, writing for the SCTC, states, “ We reached an agreement with representatives of the business and development community that we would work together on a 1998 ballot measure to fund such a plan”  The plan being one that includes significant rail development.  





I resent such back room negotiations whether they are done by business and development interests or the environmental community’s representatives. And I hope you do too.  What is happening is that the varied special interests are privately negotiating which 101 plan they are going to let us vote on.  Which plan we will get to spend our taxpayer money on. Which plan of THEIR’S we will pay for.





Mr. Kortum’s April 1st letter ends with, “We look forward to continued negotiations …”, as if the SCTC is a sovereign state appointed to represent us.  But behind it all is the threat that if they don’t get their way, they will shoot down any alternative.  Perhaps it is time for us taxpayers to get into the game.





In 1990 we approved a ¼ percent addition in local sales tax to fund the purchase of open space in Sonoma County.  Since then about $10 million a year has been collected to purchase open space easements and development rights.  Most of these easements have cost several hundreds of thousands of dollars for each house that couldn’t be built.  Most of these easements don’t allow you or me to use the land involved.  And the proportion of all open space that can be “preserved” this way is very minor compared to the portion of open space that can be built upon.





If the environmental community had had this $10 million a year to spend on other favorite projects, they could have funded the rail line they all want with the money collected since 1990.  So, why not convert the open space, special interest boon doggle into a rail special interest boon doggle and let the rest of us get on with fixing the transportation system that needs fixing, Highway 101.  Let’s repeal the open space tax and see if a new tax for non-highway transportation solutions can be substituted.





I’m getting tired of paying for these dreamers’ dreams under the threat of extortion that other needed projects won’t get built unless they get what they want.  





First, I have to pay for open space that could be kept open at no public cost if the County Supervisors would just rezone the land to a lesser density. Not no density, just a lesser density.  This could be done if our supervisors wanted to do it.





Then I have to put up with increased density caused by an Urban Limit Line being pushed by SCCA, to preserve open space and crowd people close enough together to justify rail transit.





Then I’m going to be asked to pay again to build and support annual deficits for the rail system.  A rail system that the transportation study consultants say is needed to provide transportation to the 40,000 MARIN jobs that will be created by 2015.  Jobs that couldn’t be developed in Marin and would have to be developed in Sonoma county if our Supervisors didn’t keep giving Marin more Sonoma county water to develop these jobs in Marin.





If our Supervisors are just going to sit back with their arms crossed and approve whatever ballot measure is negotiated by special interests, what do we need these Supervisors for?  I thought they were supposed to get into the game and represent all of us, not let special interests dictate to them and to us.





We had better start paying attention now or we may be surprised by the results of a June 1998 special election.  A typical low turnout election that can be won by a tight knit organization.  Remember, nowhere in this country has a rail solution eliminated tra
